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RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REOUIREMENT 



Responsive to the Restriction Requirement mailed May 17, 2005, Applicants elect 
Group I, claims 11-19. Applicants respectfully traverse this requirement for restriction. 

The Examiner asserted that Groups I-III (Applicants believe the Examiner meant Groups 
I-IV) do not relate to a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 because, under 
PCT Rule 13.2, they lack the same or corresponding special technical features because the 
application contains claims to more than one of the combinations of categories of inventions set 
forth by 37 CFR§ 1.475. 

All of the claims do, in fact, recite a special technical feature; that being a substrate 
having a layer with electro-active metal atoms, ions, clusters or complex molecules and further 
having biopolymers applied. Since all of the claims recite a substrate having such features, 
Applicants respectfully submit that a search of claims 1-24 (Groups I-IV) would not present an 
undue burden on the Examiner. 

Applicants respectfully request that, at least, claims 11-19 and 24 (Groups I and IV) be 
examined together. Claims 11-19 (Group I), directed toward a process for identifying an anti- 
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counterfeiting mark that includes the step of applying an anti-counterfeiting mark (i.e., a first 
biopolymer) to a surface of a first substrate as a layer. . and claim 24 (Group IV), directed 
toward a first substrate marked with an anti-counterfeiting mark (i.e., a first biopolymer), form a 
single general inventive concept as required under PCT Rule 13. Searching claims 11-19 and 24 
would not unduly burden the Examiner. 

In addition, the Thielecke et al. U.S. patent application cited by the Examiner on page 4 
of the Office Action has a PCT Filing Date of August 20, 2002 and claims priority to a German 
application filed on August 30, 2001. On the other hand, the PCT application corresponding to 
the instant application was published by the PCT on February 22, 2001 . Therefore, the 
Thielecke et al. application is not available as a prior art reference against the present 
application. 

Please apply any charges or credits to Deposit Account No. 06-1050. 
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